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The emperor, having heard this relation, immediately sent
Doctor Figueroa to the Indies, commissioning him to obtain
the truth, both from the clergy and from the governors, and
to inform him minutely. This man went round, and did
what his majesty bade him; whereupon the emperor, with-
out any farther consultation, made the Indians free, imposing
heavy penalties on any one who should thereafter dare to
enslave them. A most holy and glorious law truly, vouch-
safed by a divine emperor, and a most clement pontiff.
I being in the island of San Dominic in the year '44, the
licentiate Ceratto came as president of the island, and
brought this proclamation with him; which was of course
made known throughout all the islands and provinces of
India; whereat the natives were greatly rejoiced and happy,
but the Spaniards and others greatly annoyed and distressed.
These commands were executed with great ease in the island
of La Espanola, Cula, Jamaica, San Juan de Puerto Itico,
and all along the coast, which is generally called by sailors
Tierra Firma, beginning with El Nombre de Dios, on to the
Gulf of Paria. But in Mexico there was a little conten-
tion, because there were some very rich men frhose pro-
perty consisted chiefly of slaves, and who would not there-
fore obey the law. They alledged that the king, Don Fer-
dinand, had given the natives publicly to them as slaves,
which the emperor had confirmed, and had received his
fifth; wherefore if his majesty chose to restore them their
liberty, he must also disburse the money that the slave-
owners had laid out. Thus everybody complained, cursing
the monks as the source of this loss.
Then the great prudence of the viceroy, Don Antonio de
Mendoza, was shown; for matters would have gone ill, if
he had not, with great sagacity, shown himself unfavourable
to this new law, and had not supplicated the emperor to
rescind it. The result, however, manifested the good office
he had done, for the emperor never would abrogate it, or